MEMORANDUM

Agenda Item No.11(A)(19)

TO: Honorable Chairman Joe A. Martinez DATE:
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: R. A.Cuevas, Jr. SUBJECT:
County Attorney

October 2, 2012

Resolution urging Congress to
pass the Veterans Job Corps Act
of 2012, 8. 3457, or similar
Legislation that would put
unemployed veterans to work in
conservation, resource
management and historic
preservation projects on public
lands and provide grants to hire
veterans as firefighters and law
enforcement officers

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime

Sponsor Commissioner Jose "Pepe" Diaz .

R A. Cﬁevas,ngf‘%&%
County Attorney %
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) MEMORANDUM

{Revised}

TO: Honorable Chairman Joe A. Martinez DATE: October 2, 2012
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: R. A. Cuevas, Jr. C-1 SUBJECT: Agenda ltem No. 11(A) (19)
- County Attorney

Please note any items checked.

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised
6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public
hearing

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget
Buﬂget required
Statement of fiscal impact required

Ordinance creatmg a new board requires detaﬁed County Manager’s
report for public hearlng

/ No commitiee review

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s )
3/5’s , Unanimous ) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available
balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required




Approved Mavyor Agenda Item No. 11{A)(19)
Veto 10-2-12

Override

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION URGING CONGRESS TO PASS THE
VETERANS JOB CORPS ACT OF 2012, S. 3457, OR SIMILAR
LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PUT UNEMPLOYED
. VETERANS TO WORK IN CONSERVATION, RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
PROJECTS ON PUBLIC LANDS AND PROVIDE GRANTS TO
HIRE VETERANS AS FIREFIGHTERS AND LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
WHEREAS, ten vears into the longest war in American history, members of the military

and their families continue to serve the United States with honor and dignity in Afghanistan and

around the world; and

WHEREAS, since September 11, 2001, almost 2.4 million Americans have served in

Iraq and Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, despite the sacrifices such service members have made, unemployment
among veterans who have served on active duty since September 11, 2001 remains significantly

higher than the national average; and

WHEREAS, as of August, 2012, the United State Department of Labor, Bureau of
Labor Statistics, reported that there were more than 225,000 unemployed post-September 11,

2001 veterans; and

WHEREAS, as of August, 2012, the unemployment rate among post-September 11,
2001 veterans was 10.9 percent, more than two percentage points higher than the overall

unemployment for August of 8.1 percent; and
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WHEREAS, a number of bills have been filed in Congress that would increase job

training and hiring opportunities for veterans, including:

. S. 3316 by Senators Pat Toomey (R — Pennsylvania and Richard Burr, (R — North
Carolina), creating a pilot program to provide veterans with access at one-stop
internet websites to facilitate online job searches;

° S. 1314 by Senator Jon Tester (D - Montana), establishing minimum funding
levels for states for the support of disabled veterans' outreach program specialists
and local veterans' employment representatives;

. S. 2246 by Senator John Boozman (R — Arkansas) and H.R. 4051 by
Representative Marlin Stutzman (R - Indiana), providing the Transition
Assistance Program (TAP) to veterans and their spouses at locations other than
military installations in three to five states with the highest rates of unemployment
among veterans;

. S. 3235 by Senator Mark Pryor (D — Arkansas) and H.R. 4115 by Representative
Steve Stivers (R — Ohio), requiring, as a condition of a grant or contract to a state
for certain veterans' employment and training programs, that a state demonstrate
the consideration of any military training received by a veteran when approving or
denying a commercial driver's license or a certification to be a nursing assistant or
certified nursing assistant, a registered nurse, or an emergency medical technician;
and

WHEREAS, in addition to these bills, Senator Bill Nelson (D — Florida) has filed S.
3457, the Veterans Jobs Corps Act of 2012, which incorporates many of the provisions of the

bills referenced above; and

WHEREAS, in addition, the Veterans Jobs Corps Act of 2012 includes provisions
modeled after the Civilian Conservation Corp created during the Great Depression and directs
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish a veteran jobs corps to employ veterans in
conservation, resource management and historic preservation projects on public lands and
maintenance and improvement projects for cemeteries under the jurisdiction of the National

Cemetery Administration; and

WHEREAS, the Veterans Jobs Corps Act of 2012 also would provide grants to hire

veterans as firefighters and law enforcement officers; and

,,/,




Agenda Item No. 11(A)(19)
Page No. 3 '

WHEREAS, despite bipartisan consensus on the need to improve job opportunities for
veterans, and in particular post-September 11, 2001 veterans, Congress has been unable to pass
S. 3457 or similar legislation that would provide job opportunities, training or assistance geared

toward unemployed veterans in 2012; and

WHEREAS, this Board recognizes the sacrifices veterans and their families have made
for this country, and strongly urges Congress to pass legislation to assist unemployed veterans
and reduce the unemployment rate among veterans, especially among those veterans who have

served on active duty since September, 11, 2001,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board:

Section 1. Urges Congress to pass the Veterans Job Corps Act of 2012, S. 3457 or
similar legislation that would put unemployed veterans to work in conservation, resource
management and historic preservation projects on public lands and provide grants to hire

veterans as firefighters and law enforcement officers.

Section 2. Directs the Clerk of the Board to transmit a certified copy of this
resolution to the members of the Florida Congressional Delegation and the Secretary of the

Department of Veterans Affairs.

Section 3. Directs the County’s federal and state lobbyists to advocate for the
legislation set forth in Section 1 above and authorizes and directs the Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs to amend the 2012 federal legislative package to include this item and

to include this item in the 2013 federal legislative package when it is presented to the Board.
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The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution 1s Commissioner Jose "Pepe” Diaz. It was

offered by Commissioner , who moved its adoption. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner and upon being put to a vote, the vote was
as follows:

Joe A. Martinez, Chairman
Audrey M. Edmonson, Vice Chairwoman

Bruno A. Barreiro Lynda Bell

Esteban [.. Bovo, Jr. Jose "Pepe" Diaz
Sally A. Heyman Barbara J. Jordan
Jean Monestime Dennis C. Moss
Rebeca Sosa Sen. Javier D. Souto

Xavier L. Suarez
The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 2™ day
of October, 2012, This resolution shall become effective ten (10) days after the date of its
adoption unless vetoed by the Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon an

override by this Board.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY ITS BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

By:
Deputy Clerk

Approved by County Attorney as !I !

to form and legal sufficiency.

Jess M. McCarty




